
‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this, to look after orphans and widows in their

distress . . .’ (James 1:27)

Good Samaritan Church

We support the ministries of the Good Samaritan Church in
Ocna Mures, Romania. The Good Samaritan church run
Sanctuary Orphanage, gypsy children feeding programmes
and work with poor widows and women in local prisons.

Finding Hope Ministries

We also support Finding Hope Ministries based in Sibiu,
Romania. They work closely with gypsy communities in the
area and also run four children’s homes, three in Romania
and one in Moldova.

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter 2020
We hope you will enjoy reading our latest update. This has been an eventful six months for Heart Response from the long awaited approval of our
application to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation with the Charity Commission, to the amazing success of our Christmas Appeals,
and finally the worldwide effects of Covid-19; particularly what this means to the most vulnerable people that Heart Response supports. Please
read on to find out more.
Pause for Thought
We pray this newsletter finds you well in these strange and unprecedented times. It is easy to lose hope in the midst of lock down, but when we
look outside and witness the beauty of the world around us; the new spring leaves and blossoms forming on the trees, the butterflies fluttering,
and the melodious singing of the birds; we can be filled with hope that the world is still good. Our hope is that you can focus on the goodness
surrounding you in your world. Our prayer for you at this time is a scripture that we hope will encourage you;

“May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face towards you
and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV)

Thank you for your continued support allowing Heart Response to reach more and more vulnerable people in Romania.
May God Bless You.

Charity News
Heart Response is happy to announce that after many months of
hard work, we are now officially registered as a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation, our new charity registration number
is 1185649. Now we are fully registered with the Charity
Commission all of our donations can be gift aided. If you would
like to gift aid any future donations, the form can be downloaded
from our website https://www.heart-response.org.uk/ by clicking
the link at the bottom of the Get Involved section.
New objectives have been set which cover all the work we
usually do plus a new aspect to finance trips and outings for the
children. We are excited about this new aspect and look
forward to planning trips into the mountains and to the local zoo
which we know the children will love.

An Update From Finding Hope Ministries in Sibui

Thank you so much for your time and effort in helping our
outreach here in Romania! We continue to receive the
hand-knitted blankets and clothes from you all at Heart
Response. We are so very grateful! You cannot even begin to
imagine the blessing it is for the poor people here in Romania
who receive your gifts.

We use some of the clothes and blankets for our four children’s
homes (three in Romania and one in Moldova), but the
majority of the clothes and blankets go to the gypsy villages
where we work. There is always great need in gypsy slums for
blankets and clothes, especially during the winter months. It
not uncommon for babies and small children to freeze to death
in the winter. So, blankets and clothes save lives!

More than this, they provide a
means by which we can share
the Gospel with the lost souls in
the gypsy slums. In fact,
because of our persistent relief
work (including giving out
Heart’s Response blankets and
clothes), we have been able to
plant a vibrant church in one of
the gypsy villages.

So, thank you from the bottom
of our hearts!

We are so blessed to have Heart Response as a ministry
partner. Thank you for investing in Finding Hope Ministries and
helping us save lives for eternity!

Email: heartresponse@live.co.uk

Telephone: 07880 607684
Address: Bramble Cottage, 3 Clay Lane, Puncknowle,
Dorchester DT2 9BJ

Website: www.heart-response.org.uk
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Become a ‘Friend of Heart Response’

If you would like to receive regular information about
heart response and get involved with fund-raising or
donating you can become an official ‘Friend of heart

response’. Please contact us for more details.

Your Support

Financial contributions are always needed, we have been
overwhelmed by the generosity of our supporters again and
again, but the needs are ongoing. If you feel you’d like to set up
a standing order to Heart Response our bank details are as
follows: Account No: 00023888 Sort Code: 40-52-40

Prayer Support: Please consider whether you can commit to
praying for a specific child regularly. Do get in touch if you feel
this is something you could do.

Practical Support: We always need hats, scarves, gloves,
jumpers and blankets. If you have any other items of clothing
that you think may be useful for us to send please get in touch,
but bear in mind these need to be in good condition.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for the needs of all the ministries Heart
Response Supports.

Pastor Nico & Caprice Gatea / Bill and Rave Akers:
We praise God that Caprice is much better, but is still in
the USA with Pastor Nico. Pastor Nico has been
managing to visit Ocna Mures regularly, which has been a
blessing, and he and Caprice hope to return to Romania
full time in June, provided Covid-19 restrictions have been
lifted. Please also pray for Bill and Rave Akers as they
currently lead the mission, pray for strength and wisdom,
especially at this time of uncertainty.
Sanctuary Orphanage: Please pray for the children, the
workers and their families. The children are currently off
school due to Covid-19 restrictions, so workers are under
a huge amount of pressure. The government have set
strict cleaning guidelines to protect the children from
infections, so deep cleans are required on a daily basis.
Widows: Please pray for those who are sick and suffering
with little healthcare, especially as Covid-19 restrictions
make it difficult for the church to visit and offer emotional
support. The church is still distributing food, but many are
lonely and value the personal contact which isn’t possible.
Feeding Programmes: These are currently closed due to
Covid-19 restrictions, so approximately 500 children will
not being getting the support they so desperately need.
These programmes are often the only structure and
education these children receive. Pray that their teaching
about Jesus would sustain each child at this time.
Sibiu Finding Hope Ministries: Please pray for Nathan
and Anca Merrill, leaders of this mission. Covid-19
restrictions mean that visits cannot be made to gypsy
villages they work with where many are struggling to feed
their families because they are not allowed to leave their
villages and no means for making money. Like Ocna
Mures the Children’s homes they run are under so much
pressure with the children not going to school and strict
cleaning regimes. Also many of these children have
emotional problems due to years spent in state
orphanages or in dysfunctional families.

Thank you for your prayers

If you would like to hold a fund-raising event on behalf of Heart
Response please get in touch: we would love to hear from you!

An Update For Your Group
We would love to come and speak to your group and
update you on all that we’ve been doing lately.
Please give us a call if you’d like to book a short talk.

Heart Response
Facebook Page

A Special Thank you….
….to all our supporters who contribute
not only financially, but practically and
prayerfully. You are such a blessing.

Charity Mission Statement

 Heart Response is a Christian charity set up to follow
Jesus’ example of selfless love and support
marginalised women and children.

 Heart Response aims to respond practically, financially
and prayerfully to Christian ministries, primarily in
Romania, serving the needs of desperate women and
children in their society.

 Heart Response seeks to raise awareness of the people
and projects they support, highlighting the difficulties, but
also sharing stories of hope and encouragement.

Christmas Appeals
Thank you so much to all
who contributed to our
Christmas Appeals. There
was a whole orphanage full
of children who received a
gift specifically bought for
them. Sanctuary Orphanage
was full of very happy
children on Christmas Day.

To those who helped to
provided over 200
shoeboxes full of goodies,
you made Christmas Day
so full of joy to two whole
villages of gypsy children.
These children are so
thankful to you.

And finally, funds from Heart
Response were used to provide
food hampers for local widows in
the Ocna Mures area. During the
winter months these women have
the agonising decision to make;
pay for heating or for food.
This year thanks to you they were
able to have both this Christmas.
Thank you for your kind generosity.


