
‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this, to look after orphans and widows in their 

distress . . .’  (James 1:27) 
 

Good Samaritan Church 
 
We support the ministries of the Good Samaritan Church in 
Ocna Mures, Romania. The Good Samaritan Church run 
Sanctuary Orphanage, Gypsy children feeding programmes 
and work with poor widows and women in local prisons. 

Finding Hope Ministries 
 

We also support Finding Hope Ministries based in Sibiu, 
Romania. They work closely with gypsy communities in the 
area and also run four children’s homes, three in Romania 
and one in Moldova. 

 

Pause for Thought 
 
 

“ Reflect upon your present blessings, of which every man has 
plenty; not on your past misfortunes, of which all men have some” 

By Charles Dickens.   
 

I try to keep a gratitude journal. Some days it can be as simple as a 
quick line to say I’m thankful for being able to put food on the table for 
my children, or that we can afford to heat our home during these cold 
months. 
When I reflect on these things that we can so often take for granted, my 
thoughts and prayers are always turned towards those for whom these 
things are a struggle. 
A huge thankyou … Through your generous giving into the Christmas 
catalogue appeal, £2,500 was raised and Heart Response has had the 
privilege of being able to bless many with food, warmth and love. 
  

Thank you for your continued support allowing Heart Response to 
reach more and more vulnerable people in Romania. 

May God Bless You. 

Winter Food Parcels 
Over thirty food parcels 
were distributed to the 
elderly by the Good 
Samaritan church in Ocna 
Mures. The elderly 
struggle over the harsh 
winter months to pay for 
food because of the 
increased cost of 
medication and heating. 
So receiving these parcels 
was such a blessing.  

Update from Pastor Nico and Caprice Gatea – Founders of the Good Samaritan Mission in Ocna Mures  
 

We thank God and all the partners who collaborated  with us in the work to which we are called and invested by Him. The year 2020 
was a year with many challenges , many obstacles, fears and discouragements. Even so, we can say that it was a good year. A year in 
which God used us in a wonderful way and we were able to fulfil our calling in the work that He has entrusted to us. 
God gave us His peace in the midst of the storm, a peace that we were able to carry to other people who were going through difficult 
situations. This support has been a great blessing to many people around us who, in addition to receiving spiritual 
nourishment, received physical nourishment. People who were quarantined because of the virus or people who had nothing to eat 
were blessed with food and a message of hope and encouragement. 

 
In the midst of panic and fear because of this virus, God's blessing upon us and through us was like an 
oasis of peace and calm in the middle of the storm. Over 250 children benefited every day from a hot meal 
delivered to each home.  Over 250 children received new shoes and clothes. 50 elderly people received 
food packages for Christmas. God was and is so good to us!! 
 
All of the above could not be accomplished without God's blessing and support. We want to thank you, our 
partners in this work for your sacrifice, your material support and your prayers. 
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Charity Mission Statement 
 

 Heart Response is a Christian charity set up to follow 

Jesus’ example of selfless love and support 

marginalised women and children. 

 Heart Response aims to respond practically, 

financially and prayerfully to Christian ministries, 

primarily in Romania, serving the needs of desperate 

women and children in their society. 

 Heart Response seeks to raise awareness of the 

people and projects they support, highlighting the 

difficulties, but also sharing stories of hope and 

encouragement. 

 

Thank you to all the knitters who continue to work so 
hard for us. All their items have been distributed to the 
poor Gypsy communities for the cold winter months 
and many are benefiting from their efforts.  

mailto:heartresponse@live.co.uk
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Become a ‘Friend of Heart Response’ 

 
If you would like to receive regular information about 

heart response or donating you can become an 
official ‘Friend of heart response’, just get in touch.  

 

Your Support 
 

Financial contributions are always needed, we have been 
overwhelmed by the generosity of our supporters again and 
again, but the needs are ongoing. If you feel you’d like to set up 
a standing order to Heart Response our bank details are as 
follows:   Account No: 00023888    Sort Code: 40-52-40 
 
Prayer Support: Please consider whether you can commit to 

praying for a specific child regularly. Do get in touch if you feel 
this is something you could do. 

 
Practical Support: We always need hats, scarves, gloves, 

jumpers and blankets. If you have any other items of clothing 
that you think may be useful for us to send please get in touch,   
but bear in mind these need to be in good condition. 

Prayer Requests 
 

Please pray for the needs of all the ministries Heart Response Supports.  
 
Firstly please pray that more people in Ocna Mures and Sibiu would come to know the Lord, who is our only hope in 
these difficult times and is longing to bring His peace and love into all of our lives as we face another difficult year.   
Ocna Mures Mission Leaders: Pastor Nico and Caprice remain in the USA due to travel restrictions. Please pray 
Pastor Nico will be able to visit Romania soon to encourage the church. Please also pray for Bill and Rave Akers as 
they lead the mission, pray for protection, strength and wisdom, especially at this time of uncertainty.  
 
Sanctuary Orphanage: Please pray for good health and protection for the children, the workers and their families. 

Praise God that although many of the children and workers have now had Covid-19, all have recovered and are 
symptom free. As the children have been off school for months due to the restrictions, please pray for the workers 
who are under a huge amount of pressure to help the children with their lessons and also keep them entertained.   
Widows & Elderly: Please continue to pray for those who are sick and suffering with little healthcare, especially as 
restrictions make it difficult for the church to visit and offer emotional support. The church is still distributing food, but 
many are lonely and value the personal contact which isn’t possible. Please also pray that the Lord would fill each of 
these dear people with His peace as there is a real sprit of fear circulating due to Covid-19.  
 
Feeding Programmes: These are currently closed due to Covid-19 restrictions, please pray that the authorities will 
soon lift these, so that hundreds of children will be able to return to the programmes, which often offer the only 
structure and education children in the poor communities receive.  Pray the Lord would meet each child in their 
individual situation and they would know His presence in their lives during this unsettling time.  
 
Sibiu Finding Hope Ministries: Please pray for the leaders Nathan and Anca Merrill, and the 38 rescued children 

they support in their three children's homes. The children have had a difficult year due to the restrictions, causing 
similar frustrations to the ones at Sanctuary Orphanage. Some children have Covid-19, so please pray for their 
healing.  Pray also for the gypsy outreach team and the families they work with. Life is tough at the best of times for 
gypsy communities, so it’s difficult to imagine how much harder it must have been over the past year for them.  

A Special Thank you…. 
….to Ollie, Charlotte and Naomi Mason 
and Aby Davies for the beautiful 
handmade Christmas Cards made for 
the children at the sanctuary 
orphanage.  

Feeding programmes 
Because of your 
support, a hot meal 
and a Christmas 
goody bag was 
given to over 400 
children from the 
very poor Gypsy 
communities.  
As you can see 
from the pictures, 
this small act of 
kindness brought a 
precious smile to 
many of their little 
faces.  

 

Sanctuary Orphanage 

Thank you to all those who supported the buying of 
Christmas presents for the children at Sanctuary 
Orphanage.  
 

 


