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‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this,
to look after orphans and widows in their distress..’(James 1:27)

Email: heartresponse@live.co.uk

Telephone: 07880 607684

Address: Bramble Cottage, 3 Clay Lane
Puncknowle, Dorchester DT2 9BJ

Website: www.heart-response.org.uk
Like us on facebook

Good Samaritan Church
We support the ministries of the Good Samaritan Church in Ocna Mures,
Romania. The Good Samaritan church run Sanctuary Orphanage, Gypsy children
feeding programmes and work with poor widows and women in local prisons.

Finding Hope Ministries
We also support Finding Hope Ministries based in Sibiu, Romania, who work
closely with poor gypsy families in the area and also run an orphanage for up to
15 children.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for the financial needs of the Good
Samaritan Church and funding for all of its
ministries.

Pastor Nico & Caprice Gatea:
Please continue to pray for healing. Caprice who
is still in the USA due to ill health and Nico her
husband, the leader of the mission in Ocna
Mures, is with her. They are both desperate to
get back to Romania as they have been away for
almost a year now.
Sanctuary Orphanage:
Please continue to pray for all the children.
Please also pray for the workers and their
families. Working at the orphanage can become
all consuming and workers find it hard at times to
dedicate time to their own family.
Widows:
Please continue to pray for all those who are sick
and suffering with little healthcare.
Feeding Programmes:
Please pray for the four feeding programmes and
the many children who attend each week. Pray
that they would not only enjoy the time of play,
but also the time spent learning about Jesus.
Prison Ministry:
Please continue to pray for the team, namely
Rave and Mimi, who travel to the local prison
each week to share the gospel message with
inmates.
Pro Life Centre:
This centre is being used by women from across
the town, please pray that more women to hear
about the centre and come for help and support.
Sibiu Finding Hope Ministries:
Please continue pray for Nathan & Anca Merrill,
who work closely with poor gypsy families and
run a small orphanage.

Christmas at Sanctuary Orphanage
I had the amazing opportunity to spend Christmas with the children from
Sanctuary Orphanage this year. They were all so excited to have me with them
and I felt very blessed to be a part of their celebrations. These children really
don't get very much at Christmas. They all received one present each from Heart
Response and they were so excited about receiving this. Christmas was spent in
quite a traditional way, we went to church, played games, ate a simple meal and
spent the night carol singing. There was a lot of laughter and fun, it was a
wonderful day. The one thing that really struck me about the whole experience
was just how contented everyone was. It was the simplest Christmas I have ever
had, but with all the commercialism stripped away it was probably one of the
best.
Tish Robberts, Charity Chairman

Welcome to our Winter Newsletter 2018
We have had a busy few months since our last newsletter including an inspirational trip for six of our local teenagers out to Romania to
help with the work of the Good Samaritan Church in Ocna Mures. One of the young women, Ella Lewis has written a report so you can
see what an amazing time they all had. There have been several very successful fundraisers, and our chairperson Tish joined the team of
Sanctuary Orphanage for Christmas, she will tell you more about this in her report.

Pause for Thought - Compassion is a charity that aims to release children from poverty, sharing similar objectives to Heart Response.
Looking at their website recently I came across the following about the power of words and I felt it good to share.

“Do you remember the words and kind acts that encouraged you when you were young? Who was the adult that spoke into your life? Hopefully, he or she
spoke words of love and acceptance that encouraged you.

Our words quickly take root in the fertile soil of a child’s spirit. The power of words is that a life can be launched with as little as a single phrase, an uplifting
word or an act of kindness. Think of the power we wield and the impact we can make if we become more intentional about encouraging.….children.”

I wonder where the children Heart Response support would be without the life giving words of the dedicated workers in the orphanage?
Words really can turn lives around. Thank you for your continued support allowing Heart Response to reach more and more vulnerable
people in Romania. May God Bless You.

mailto:heartresponse@live.co.uk
http://www.heart-response.org.uk


Your Support
Financial contributions are always needed, we
have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our
supporters again and again, but the needs are
ongoing. If you feel you’d like to set up a standing
order to Heart Response our bank details are as
follows:
Account No: 00023888
Sort Code: 40-52-40

Prayer Support
Please consider whether you can commit to
praying for a specific child regularly. Do get in
touch if you feel this is something you could do.

Practical Support
We are always in need of hats, scarves, gloves,
jumpers and blankets. If you have any other
items of clothing that you think may be useful for
us to send please do get in touch with us, but
bear in mind these need to be in good condition.An Update For Your Group

We’d love to come and speak to your group and
update you on all that we’ve been doing lately. Please
do give us a call if you’d like to book a short talk.

A Week in Ocna Mures by Ella Lewis
In October, a group of eight women, and one unfortunate man took the journey from Dorchester to London Luton to Cluj-Napoca to Ocna
Mures to spend a week butchering songs, chopping vegetables, visiting rural Gypsy villages, and chasing hyper four-year-olds – and what
a week it was!

If you were to ask any of us who went in October what our favourite moment was, we would
say that no singular moment stands out as superior. However, I do not doubt that spending
time with the kids in the orphanage was certainly amongst the highlights. I cannot count the
number of times my hair was plaited or a selfie taken or a chair was patted for me to sit
down, but seeing how happy these children are and how much love they have to give really
made me smile. They had no idea what we were saying or vice versa but all that mattered
was that we finish the puzzle or that every single toy in their room was emptied onto the
floor. The pure joy we got from these little kids was simply unparalleled.

Equally, we were amazed by the girls our own age, some of whom have had experiences
that I still cannot fathom, yet they keep going. The strength and love of each girl made a

really positive impact on us, and what was amazing was that these young women, as well as the whole congregation really knew how
much God loved them. This was really highlighted to us at the 7 am prayer meetings when we were struggling to stay awake and they
could hardly contain themselves. It was a real testimony to all the great work that God is doing in Ocna Mures, they have so little yet they
still give so much – to God, to the community, to each other, and to us.

The moment that had the greatest impact on me personally was when we visited the Gypsy village of Silivas. Romania has one of the
largest Gypsy populations in Europe, namely the Roma, making up 3-5% of the Romanian population. I do not know what I was
expecting, but one room houses with no roof, housing a whole family was certainly not it. Europe is one of, if not the richest continent in
the world yet Silivas was more similar to an African shanty town than a European village. This really shocked me - the children standing in
the mud and rain with no shoes and scars up their legs, they have been marginalised and forgotten by our western governments – this
was a real eye-opener to the state of our 21st-century institutional corruption and how badly it has affected even the most unreachable.

Become a ‘Friend of Heart Response’
If you would like to receive regular information
about heart response and get involved with
fundraising or donating you can become an
official ‘Friend of heart response’. Please contact
us for more details.

Heart Response
Facebook Page

208 Likes

If you would like to hold a fundraising event on behalf of
Heart Response please do get in touch –

We would love to hear from you!

Nonetheless, the week was not all doom and gloom! We spent ages bonding as a group, and
with the community, we (attempted) to learn some Romanian, and (attempted) some singing,
we chopped over one hundred onions, and just had an amazing time. A massive congratulation
must be given to Fiyin, the man who survived a week with eight ladies and who provided the
muscle. A thank you to Anna for her constant words of wisdom and being our wise older sister.
There is much to be said about Tish, but I think the most important is her profound love for
Romania, it is a country that is blessed to have her and I am lucky to have been able to share
her passion for her work. Of course, a huge thank you to the people of Ocna Mures for sharing
their lives and their love with us. Although, apologies to the congregation who had to witness
our singing on two occasions, next time we will have definitely practised!

There was nothing about this trip that I found easy, each day was jam-packed full of challenges
which put us outside of our comfort zones, to meet new and very different people, and to keep
projecting the love of God to everyone we met. All that's left to say is that I can not wait to go
back! Mulțumim!

A Special Thank You
A big thank you all those who have held fundraising events to raise the money
towards the work of Heart Response, especially those who organised the Le Roc
evening, quiz night and various coffee mornings. Your support is making such a
difference in the lives of those we support.

Charity Mission Statement

 Heart Response is a Christian charity set up to follow Jesus’ example of
selfless love and support marginalised women and children.

 Heart Response aims to respond practically, financially and prayerfully to
Christian ministries, primarily in Romania, serving the needs of desperate
women and children in their society.

 Heart Response seeks to raise awareness of the people and projects they
support, highlighting the difficulties, but also sharing stories of hope and
encouragement.


