
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Newsletter 10/ Winter 2016/17 

‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this, 
to look after orphans and widows in their distress..’(James 1:27) 

 

A Note from the Chairman: 

I’d like to start by wishing you all a very happy new year and thanking you for your support over the past year.  
As I sit in my warm house composing this message to you, my mind is plagued by images of our poor friends in Romania. 
Temperatures have plummeted to a record low this winter, sometimes reaching -29C degrees. It’s hard to comprehend what it 
must be like to live in such cold conditions, especially because we never have to in our country do we? But just put yourself into the 
shoes of one of our friends in Romania, living in an uninsulated house, where food and warm clothes are a luxury! Many people 
living in gypsy communities across Romania will have died this winter, especially the very old and very young. With your support 
we have been able to provide warm blankets, coats, hats, scarves and gloves to many communities and it has been amazing to 
see faces light up at the sight of your donations. It also means so much to these people knowing that there are those out there in 
the world which really care about their situation. 
Thank you once again for all of your support. May God bless you for your tireless efforts to help His children. 
Tish Robberts (Charity Chairman) 
 
 
 

 
Charity Mission 

Statement 
Heart Response is a 

Christian charity set up 

to follow Jesus’ example 

of selfless love and 

support marginalised 

women and children. 

 
Heart Response aims to 

respond practically, 

financially and 

prayerfully to Christian 

ministries, primarily in 

Romania, serving the 

needs of desperate 

women and children in 

their society. 

 
Heart Response seeks 

to raise awareness of the 

people and projects they 

support, highlighting the 

difficulties, but also 

sharing stories of hope 

and encouragement. 

Email: heartresponse@live.co.uk 
Telephone: 07880 607684 
Address: Bramble Cottage, 3 Clay Lane 
Puncknowle, Dorchester DT2 9BJ 

 
Website: www.heart-response.org.uk  
 

 Like us on facebook 

November Visit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
                 
                                        
 
 
 
 

Good Samaritan Church  
We support the ministries of the Good Samaritan Church in Ocna Mures, Romania. The Good Samaritan 
church run Sanctuary Orphanage, Gypsy children feeding programmes and work with poor widows and 
women in local prisons. 

Finding Hope Ministries 
We also support Finding Hope Ministries based in Sibiu, Romania, who work closely with poor gypsy 
families in the area and also run an orphanage for up to 15 children. 

AMAZING NEWS! 
We’re pleased to 
announce that we have 
been able to send money 
to support two workers in 
Ocna Mures for one year. 
Words cannot express 
what this will mean to the 
mission there. The need 
is so great and labours 
are few, so this will be 
such a help to the work. 

In November Tish and Sarah visited Finding Hope Ministries in Sibiu; they 
stayed with Nathan and Anca Merill who lead the mission there. They are 
doing an amazing work with the local gypsy communities, primarily building 
relationships, but also providing medical and practical support. They are also 
working with children in state run orphanages and running their own small 
orphanage too. Anca and Nathan took Tish and Sarah to meet all those they 
are working with, which was quite a harrowing experience as the poverty is so 
immense in that area. 

 

One of the people they met was Eugenia and five of her 
seven children. Nathan and Anca have just built her a 
new home as her previous one burnt down last year. 
Eugenia is virtually a single mother, as her husband is 
never around. Eugenia is extremely poor and as with 
most women living in her village, the only way to make 
money to feed her family is to spend her days on the 
local rubbish dump searching for food scraps to bag 
and sell to local farmers for their pigs. She will spend a 
full day doing this in order to make enough to buy one 
loaf of bread for her family. They day her house burnt 
down she was out doing this. She had left her eight 
children and the older ones were supervising the 
younger ones. Her youngest at the time was only a year 
old. One of the older children decided to stick 
something in the chimney outside while the fire was lit; 
this very quickly caused the fire in the house to explode 
and the house burst into flames. The youngest child 
was asleep at the time and by the time the alarm had 
been raised it was too late to rescue her, she was 
burned alive in her bed…. This is just one tragic story of 
so many in these poor villages. A year on and Eugenia 
is still trying to come to terms with her loss. It’s so very 
sad and desperate. 

 

 

Eugenia and family 

Eugenia at the grave  

of her daughter    

Nathan & Anca 
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Your Support  
Financial contributions are always needed, we 
have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our 
supporters again and again, but the needs are 
ongoing. If you feel you’d like to set up a standing 
order to Heart Response our bank details are as 
follows: 
Account No: 00023888 
Sort Code: 40-52-40 
 
Prayer Support 
Please consider whether you can commit to 
praying for a specific child regularly. Do get in 
touch if you feel this is something you could do. 
 
Practical Support 
We are always in need of hats, scarves, gloves, 
jumpers and blankets. If you have any other 
items of clothing that you think may be useful for 
us to send please do get in touch with us, but 
bear in mind these need to be in good condition.  

Updates 
We’d love to come 
and update your 
group on all that 
we’ve been doing 
lately. Please do 
give us a call if 
you’d like to book a 
short talk. 

  

 
 
 
   Sunday 21st May 

  

 
 
 

Special Thank Yous 
Thank you once again to all of our supporters in whatever way that may be – 
without you this work wouldn’t be possible.  
 
A big thank you to all those who helped with the wrapping for the Christmas 
appeal – we couldn’t of made so many children happy without your efforts. 

 

Prayer Requests 
Please pray for the financial needs of the Good 
Samaritan Church and funding for all of it’s 
ministries. Hundreds of vulnerable people are 
being helped by the church, but the work can 
only continue if there are funds. 
 
Sanctuary Orphanage: 
Please continue to pray for all the children. Pray 
especially for 2 new children who have recently 
joined the orphanage. Their names are Maria  
and Lucas. 
     

Widows:  
Please continue to pray for all those who are sick 
and suffering with little healthcare.  
 
Feeding Programmes: 
Please pray for the four feeding programmes and 
the many children who attend each week.  
 
Prison Ministry: 
Please continue to pray for the team, namely 
Rave and Mimi, who travel to the local prison 
each week to share the gospel message with 
inmates.  
 
Pregnancy Crisis Centre: 
This centre is being used by women from across 
the town. Many young girls are coming each 
week for counselling, which is wonderful. Also a 
local doctor is present each week to examine 
pregnant women for free, which again is such a 
blessing. Please lift the ministry up in your 
prayers 
 

Sibiu Finding Hope Ministries  
Please pray for Nathan & Anca Merrill, who work 
closely with poor gypsy families and also run a 
small orphanage. The need in and around Sibiu 
is great and can be quite overwhelming, so 
please pray God will guide this mission daily. 

 

 
 
 

Become a ‘Friend of Heart Response’ 
If you would like to receive regular information 
about heart response and get involved with 
fundraising or donating you can become an 
official ‘Friend of heart response’. Please contact 
us for more details.  

 

            Christmas Fair  

  
                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heart Response  
Facebook Page 
 

  178 Likes  
 

Christmas Present Appeal   
                                    

 
 
                                        

If you would like 
to hold a 

fundraising event 
on behalf of Heart 
Response please 
do get in touch –  
We would love to 

hear from you! 
 

 

A massive thank you to all 
those who attended the 
Barnes Lodge Christmas 
Fair in Dorchester on 8th 
December. Just over £400 
was raised from an action 
packed morning! Thanks 
again to all those who 
made this event a great 
success. 

 

Annual Charity Walk 
Meet at 2pm 
Abbotsbury 

Swannery Car Park 

7 Miles 
  *£5 each* 
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