
Silivas Christmas Presents  

Christmas parcels were sent to the very poor gypsy village of Silivas for the children who attend the feed 
programme there. Lots of very generous supporters donated hats, scarves, gloves, toys, toothbrushes etc. 
and these were all wrapped individually and sent out to the village. 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Newsletter 8/ Winter 2016 

‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this, 
to look after orphans and widows in their distress..’(James 1:27) 

 

A Note of Thanks to all Heart Response Supporters - Sanctuary Orphanage Director - Atilla Pal 

I wanted to take time and say thank you very much for caring for our children. Your prayers, cards, and gifts have truly been a blessing to 
them. We as a staff love nothing more than seeing the faces of our children light up with excitement. I truly believe your donations create a 
bond between the child and you.  It is beneficial in numerous ways.  One, we see the children understand that people love them, care for 
them, and value who they are as a person. Also, you’re creating a bond with them by remembering things such as their birthdays, hobbies 
they enjoy, and the characteristics they posses. It might seem insignificant knowing little things like their birthdays, but I can ensure you 
that these children feel a special connection and loved when they receive a card from you. Therefore, please know your time and effort 
that goes into sending gifts or praying for our children is appreciated and is a huge blessing.  We see our children becoming more 
confident, friendly and loving. I am positive this is another outcome of your generosity.  
 

                                                            
    Children of Sanctuary Orphanage 
 

                 

         Atila Pal         Giorgiana, Lily & Nicoleta 

Charity Mission 
Statement 

Heart Response is a 

Christian charity set up 

to follow Jesus’ example 

of selfless love and 

support marginalised 

women and children. 

 
Heart Response aims to 

respond practically, 

financially and 

prayerfully to Christian 

ministries, primarily in 

Romania, serving the 

needs of desperate 

women and children in 

their society. 

 
Heart Response seeks 

to raise awareness of the 

people and projects they 

support, highlighting the 

difficulties, but also 

sharing stories of hope 

and encouragement. 

Email: heartresponse@live.co.uk 
Telephone: 07880 607684 
Address: Venele House,  
Winterbourne Steepleton,  
Dorchester DT2 9HD 

 
Website: www.heart-response.org.uk  
 

 Like us on facebook 

Good Samaritan Church  

We support the ministries of the Good Samaritan Church in Ocna Mures, Romania. The Good Samaritan 
church run Sanctuary Orphanage, Gypsy children feeding programmes and work with poor widows and 
women in local prisons. 

With that said, I would like to tell you about our new girls Giorgiana and Nicoleta. 
 It’s great to see smiles instead of blank stares and laughter as happiness begins to 
replace sadness. Giorgiana and Nicoleta have been at our orphanage for the last 
eight months.  When they arrived here from a foster family, we as a staff saw they 
were really sad. They lived in their foster home for their whole life until coming to us, 
therefore it is understandable why they were not comfortable at the orphanage at 
first. Both of their parents died and then they were placed with a foster family when 
they were two and three years old. Because of this the foster family was the only 
family they knew, more importantly the only family they had. When their foster mum 
got sick and they had to come and stay at Sanctuary like I mentioned before the 
girls were not happy to be at the orphanage. In the beginning, they never interacted 
with anyone, they did not have a desire to get involved in games. Most of the time 
we just saw them sitting by themselves their expression on their face showed 
sadness and we could see it in their eyes too.  It would break your heart. I am happy 
to say they now participate with other children in different programmes.  It has been 
truly a joy to watch them change in the past five months. I believe love made the 
difference in their lives.  I see change because they now smile more, and their 
sadness is slowly beginning to leave their eyes. God is so good and faithful. He truly 
is a father to the orphans. 

Widows Hampers 

Money was sent for widows food 
hampers again this winter.  The 
elderly find it extremely hard to 
survive during the winter months  
due to very expensive fuel costs.  
For some they choose to go 
without food in order to stay warm. 
Our support is therefore crucial. 
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Your Support  

Financial contributions are always needed, we 
have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our 
supporters again and again, but the needs are 
ongoing.  
 
The children are always in need of knitted hats, 
scarves & gloves and also jumpers to fit a 5 year 
old upwards. 
 
Prayer Support 

Please consider whether you can commit to 
praying for a specific child regularly, as we are 
just in the process of setting up a way for 
supporters to do this, including receiving some 
specific requests and a profile about the child.  
Get in touch if you feel this is something you 
could do.    

Updates 

We’d love to come and update  
your group on all that we’ve been  
doing lately. Please do give us a   
call if you’d like to book a short talk. 

 
 

 
 

Special Thank Yous 
A big thank you to all our wonderful knitters. We’ve lost count of how many 
items we’ve had donated over the last few months and all have been 
gratefully received in Romania. 
 
Supporter, Don Andrews, very kindly donated all of his 80

th
 Birthday money 

to Heart Response, which was just over £300! God bless you and thank you 
Don. 
 
Thank you to Dorchester Family Church for helping with the wrapping of 
presents to send to the children at Christmas. 
 
Also a massive thank you to Cerne Abbas School for all of their donations 
and fundraising over the past few months. Your box of gifts has safely 
arrived in Romania and pictures will follow shortly. 
 
Thank you once again to all of our supporters – without you this work 
wouldn’t be possible.  
 

Prayer Requests 

Please pray for the financial needs of the Good 
Samaritan Church and funding for all of it’s 
ministries. Hundreds of vulnerable people are 
being helped by the church, but the work can 
only continue if there are funds. 
 
Sanctuary Orphanage: 

Please continue to pray for all the children. Pray 
especially for the 5 new children that have arrived 
recently. Their names are Anka, Diana, Daniel, 
Emanuel and Jonathan. 

     
Widows:  

Please pray for all those who are sick and 
suffering with little if any healthcare. 
 
Feeding Programmes: 

Please pray for the four feeding programmes and 
the hundreds of children who attend. Also pray 
for renewed energy for all the workers. 
 
Prison Ministry: 

Please pray for the team who travel to the local 
prison each week to share the gospel message 
with inmates. Please pray for the all the ladies, 
some serving life sentences, who are missing 
their families and especially their children.  
 
Pregnancy Crisis Centre: 

This is still a very new ministry, but it is already 
being used and lives are being changed through 
it. Please pray that God will lead the team and 
guide them in every decision they must make. 
 
  

Events coming up.... 
 
Charity Walk – Sunday 22nd May 2016 – 2pm 

5 Mile Walk Starting from Maiden Castle. 
£5 Entry Fee.  
 
Open Garden/ Cream Tea – June 2016 - TBA 

 
If you would like to hold a fundraising event on 

behalf of Heart Response please do get in touch –  
We would love to hear from you! 

 

Become a ‘Friend of Heart Response’ 
If you would like to receive regular information 
about heart response and get involved with 
fundraising or donating you can become an 
official ‘Friend of heart response’. Please 
contact us for more details.  

 

Knitted Toys on Sale 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heart Response  
Facebook Page 
 

  118 Likes  
 

Pregnancy Crisis Centre 

The new centre is now up and running. It’s open twice a week and women can 
just drop in for a confidential chat about their circumstances. The abortion rate in 
Romania is the highest in Europe, therefore the centre has been set up to 
counsel women about their options and encourage them to keep their babies no 
matter what. Some of the women who use the centre are in very difficult 
situations, many are very poor and are therefore very worries about how they will 
be able to provide for a child. 
A supporter of the Church from Denmark has donated a Ultrasound machine, so 
a doctor is now coming twice a week to the centre to scan pregnant ladies and 
give them a free examination. 

 
The pregnancy crisis team are certain that this new ministry will be very helpful to 
local women once they have discovered it. This type of service is not common in 
Romania, so there needs to be a lot of promotion and encouragement in order to 
initially get the ladies to come along. 

                                     
 
 

These amazing knitted toys have 
kindly been donated recently and 
are being sold at Dorchester 
Tourist Information Centre to raise 
funds for the charity.  
 
If you would like to purchase one 
do pop in to the centre or if you 
would like to knit some for us to 
sell then please pop in and ask for 
a pattern. 
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