
June Visit Update by Julie Read 
A journey that took less than eight hours by car, plane and minibus took us from one world to 
another.  Visiting feeding programmes, widows in the community and the elderly languishing in a 
hospital, my understanding and expectations of the normal, familiar and universal life was withdrawn 
moment by moment, replaced by uncomfortable images; living, breathing tableaux again and again....   
 

    
 

 
 
It would have broken my heart to have seen my children wearing something like this and the injustice 
hit me so hard that all the air seemed to be sucked out of my body leaving a swelling sob; why should 
any child be in such a condition to be grateful to receive this 'trash'.  If they weren't good enough for 
my child then they weren't good enough for any child were they?   
Then the analogy between the shoe and the child.  Is seems as though these children have been 
'binned' in as much as some parents don't look after them others are unable even though there may 
be love there.  The whole community is disadvantaged. 
There is hope though.  The Good Samaritan Church are providing the love of God by their dedication 
and building steadfast relationships, the discipline demonstrating care and boundaries which are 
essential for us to feel safe and the practical, through the above the children receive food for their 
stomachs, they learn to read and write. They learn to sing together, to play together all in an 
environment where caring eyes and hearts are watching over. 
My heart response to this is the desire to be a faithful prayer partner and to accept the privilege of 
being a part of the family called to support this amazing team to raise the necessary finance so that 
the work, given to them by God, can continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Newsletter 7/ Summer 2015 

‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this, 
to look after orphans and widows in their distress..’(James 1:27) 

 
Note from the Chairman 
Heart Response has had another very successful year. We held our AGM in July where we discussed some of our highlights. 

 We made two trips to Romania, building relationships and allowing different people to visit the ministries.  

 We sent 41 parcels of donations, plus birthday cards to every child in both orphanages. 

 We sent Christmas presents to be given to all the children in Sanctuary orphanage. 

 We provided food hampers again for 27 widows over the winter.  

 We supported the prison ministry financially, allowing the team to organise a reunion for the inmates and their children. 

 We gave 200 pairs of donated welly boots to gypsy children.  

 We held a successful barn dance, cream tea, walk and quiz. 

It’s so wonderful to see the work of the charity really making a difference in the lives of the people. I know the Good Samaritan 

Church is very grateful for all of our efforts and values us immensely, along with every person on the receiving end of our aid. 

May God bless you all for your continued support, Tish Robberts (Charity Chairman) 

Charity Mission 
Statement 

Heart Response is a 

Christian charity set up 

to follow Jesus’ 

example of selfless 

love and support 

marginalised women 

and children. 

 
Heart Response aims 

to respond practically, 

financially and 

prayerfully to Christian 

ministries, primarily in 

Romania, serving the 

needs of desperate 

women and children in 

their society. 

 
Heart Response seeks 

to raise awareness of 

the people and projects 

they support, 

highlighting the 

difficulties, but also 

sharing stories of hope 

and encouragement. 

Email: heartresponse@live.co.uk 
Telephone: 07880 607684 
Address: Venele House,  
Winterbourne Steepleton,  
Dorchester DT2 9HD 

 
Website: www.heart-response.org.uk  
 

 Like us on facebook 

Good Samaritan Church  
We support the ministries of the Good Samaritan Church in Ocna Mures, Romania. The Good 
Samaritan church run Sanctuary Orphanage, Gypsy children feeding programmes and work with 
poor widows and women in local prisons. 

Heart Response  
Facebook Page 
 

  118 Likes  
 

One moment in time for me, that has been firmly printed in my 
mind, happened at the feeding programme for the children of the 
Gypsy community. Imagine walking into a faded small village 
school in the 1950s if you can. Usually there would have been 
classes taking place alongside meals and precious time to play 
before returning to their homes.  Not this day. The large 
schoolroom was taken over by shoes. Shoes displayed and 
grouped according to size. Then the gypsy children, who regularly 
attended the feeding and education programme, in turn, with a 
volunteer or worker from the programme, would choose or be 
helped to select a pair.  Some of the shoes were new, some used, 
some really tatty.  All had been donated specifically for these 
children.  As I stood looking at one pair in particular, a pair that I 
would have binned long ago, I couldn't help but wonder at, what 
appeared to be such an analogy between these particular shoes 
that had been used, abused and eventually given away and perhaps 
the child that would have no choice but to wear them. 
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Your Support  
Financial contributions are always needed, we 
have been overwhelmed by the generosity of 
our supporters again and again, but the needs 
are ongoing.  
 
The children are always in need of knitted 
hats, scarves & gloves and also jumpers to fit 
a 5 year old upwards. 
 
We’re collecting slippers of all sizes at the 
moment – please see below. 
 
Prayer Support 
Please consider whether you can commit to 
praying for a specific child regularly, as we are 
just in the process of setting up a way for 
supporters to do this, including receiving some 
specific requests and a profile about the child.  
Get in touch if you feel this is something you 
could do.    

 
 

 
 

Special Thank Yous 
A big thank you to Sheila Tuck and friends who have been knitting beautiful 
blankets, amongst other things - we really do appreciate all you are doing for 
us and we can assure you your donations are being gratefully received by 
the widows in Romania. 
 
Thank you to Portesham Methodist Church for all of their donations for 
widows and children, again these have been gratefully received. 
 
Joan Schulke and friends have been great supporters of the charity right 
from the start and are constantly donating items for us to send to all the 
different ministries – many thanks to you all for your continued support, we 
value it very much. 
 
Also, a massive thank you to Dorchester Family Church for raising over £100 
from their quiz night. 
 
Thank you once again to all of our supporters – without you this work 
wouldn’t be possible.  
 

Prayer Requests 
Please pray for the financial needs of the 
Good Samaritan Church and funding for all it’s 
ministries. Hundreds of vulnerable people are 
being helped by the church, but the work can 
only continue if there are funds. 
 
Sanctuary Orphanage: 
Please pray for all the children. Although they 
are very well looked after they  have emotional 
problems, which run deep, many  have been 
abused before coming to the orphanage and 
the scars still remain. 
 
The Widows:  
Please pray for all those in Romania who will 
be struggling to pay for both food and heating 
over the winter, especially the widows in Ocna 
Mures.   
 
Feeding Programmes: 
Please pray for the four feeding programmes 
and the hundreds of children who attend. Pray 
that the children would begin to put their trust 
in Jesus as they learn about Him each week 
and recognise that He is the most important 
one in their young lives and loves them very 
much. 
 
Prison Ministry: 
Please pray for the team who travel to the 
local prison each week to share the gospel 
message with inmates. This is an extremely 
difficult task, so please pray for wisdom and 
discernment for all those involved. 
 
 
  

Events coming up.... 
 
Charity Walk – February 2016 - TBA 
 
Open Garden – May 2016 - TBA 
 
Cream Tea – June 2016 – TBA 
 

If you would like to hold a fundraising event on behalf of Heart 
Response please do get in touch –  
We would love to hear from you! 

 

Become a ‘Friend of Heart Response’ 
If you would like to receive regular information 
about heart response and get involved with 
fundraising or donating you can become an 
official ‘Friend of heart response’. Please 
contact us for more details.  

 

 

SLIPPERS APPEAL 
For Poor Romanian Children & Adults 

New slippers of all sizes needed 
.  

      
Please drop off at the Dorchester Tourist Information Centre 

or Highwood 
By Friday 12th January 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

June Visit – A Few Pictures.... 

                                     
 

   

Caroline Dowley, 
Julie Read, Sarah 
Dale, Davina & Tish 
Robberts had an 
amazing time visiting 
all the projects the 
charity supports. 


